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SIR: 
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I hereby certify that this 1st Amendment in the above-identified patent 
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is being transmitted to telefax number 703-872-9306 on March 31. 2004. 
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Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
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1" AMENDMENT 

Dear Sir, 

This is responsive to the Official Communication of 02/26/04, rejecting claims 1- 
11 and 13-18 under section 102(e) over Madrane (US Pat. No. 6,573,907), and rejecting 
claim 12 in view of Mutschler (US Pat. No. 5,974,430). 

Amendment is made on the next preceding page and Remarks follow the 
amendment. 

If an extension of time is required, please consider this a request 
therefore. If any additional fees are required, please charge Deposit Account 
No. 19-3790. 
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